
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. 1. Jot a note.  Do what I did last year and jot a quick 
note each day to one person in your life. To make it 
easy, purchase some simple note cards and stamps. 
Go ahead and place the stamps on the envelopes 
along with your return address. Place the pile of 
notecards on your nightstand or next to your favorite 
chair in the living room. Also dig up your address book 
and have it handy. Each morning upon arising or every 
night just before bed, write a special message to 
someone. Or if you are a television watcher, do it 
during the commercials. At the end of Lent you will 
have made 40 souls smile. 
2. Grab your phone.  Once a day during Lent, call 
someone in your life for no other reason than to tell 
them how glad you are that they are in your life. 
3. Lighten a load.  Be on the lookout for ways you can 
lighten the load of someone in your family or at work. 
Was your son running late for school today and didn’t 
have time to make his bed? Make it for him, leaving a 
sticky note that says, “Love you!” Or do a child’s chore 
for them that day. Empty the dishwasher or sweep the 
floor and let them have some extra time to do what 
they would like. Pack your spouses favorite lunch. 
Take out the trash even though you might not be the 
one who normally does it. Think of what might help out 
a coworker. Or pick up their favorite coffee drink as a 
surprise to help them pick up the pace as they work. 
Be on the lookout for ways to lighten the load of one 
person each day. 
4. Help a stranger. While out and about, make it your 
aim to help a stranger. Open doors. Carry packages 
into the post office. Help load grocery bags into their 
vehicle. Grab change out of your purse when they are 
fumbling to find some in theirs. Pay for their drink or 
meal. Let them go in front of you in the line at the bank 
or DMV. {Now THAT is sacrifice!!!} Simply do one kind 
gesture each day for a stranger. 
5. Serve a servant. Who serves you in life? The mail 
carrier, garbage collector, your child’s teacher or 
principal, the pastor? What about the grocery store 
clerk or gas station attendant? The team mom who 
schedules all the snacks for your child’s sports team? 
Treat them to a little something as a way to serve them 
and show your gratitude. Below is my favorite treat to 
make. For a clever packaging idea, place these in 
cellophane corsage bags from the florist and tie shut 
with a pastel curly ribbon. Attach a hand written tag 
that says, “I’m grateful for you!” 
Enjoy your reverse Lenten season!” 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

March 2015 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

Our Lenten Journey  
Every Wednesday of March we will be offering Soup 
Suppers sponsored by the youth going to this summer’s 
Youth Gathering in Detroit.   The freewill offering will go 
to support them in their fundraising efforts.   The soup 
suppers will be served from 5:30-6:45pm.   Also, if you 
would like to provide soup one or more of the 
Wednesdays, please contact the church office, or sign 
up on the poster in the Gathering Area. 
 
Then at 7pm we will move into worship.  We will again be 
using the Holden Evening Prayer service for our 
Midweek Lenten Services.   This year’s theme is: “Living 
the Gospel Life”.   Once again members of St. John’s will 
be sharing how the live out the “Gospel Life” within their 
own vocations in the world.   This year’s speakers are: 
Jenny Aleckson, Matt Honsey, Marilyn Hallstrom, Sandy 
Jerpseth, and Ed Mader.   Please keep each of these 
individuals in your prayers as they prepare to share with 
us about how they serve God’s mission through their 
daily lives. 
 
A daily devotional book of the same title (Living the 
Gospel Life) is available here at church, or if you are a 
Kindle user, you may just want to download the 
devotional onto your Kindle for only .99 cents.   Just 
search for “Living the Gospel Life: The Season of Lent.”   
 
The Reverse Lent Challenge 
I referred to this article in my sermon the First Sunday of 
Lent – something I came across on Facebook.   You may 
have seen it, but if not (or if you are not on Facebook) I 
want to share this article by Karen Ehman… enjoy! 
 
“Last year I observed Lent backwards. It was the best 

Easter season I ever had. Instead of the traditional 
Christian practice of giving up something for the 40 days 
leading up to Easter, I took on something instead.  Each 
day I set aside just five minutes to write a handwritten 
note to someone in my life. It might have been a note 
telling them something I appreciated about them. Or 
perhaps it was a note sharing a treasured or funny 
memory I had with them. Sometimes it was just a simple 
message letting them know how much I love them but 
how seldom I tell them so. 
This year will you celebrate Lent backwards? Instead of 
giving something up, take something on. In a way, you 
will still be giving up something: a little chunk of your time 
each day. Here are five simple ideas to try: 
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 

Dear friends, 

Several years ago I was invited to write the material that would be used for a large Lutheran Bible Camp in Wisconsin.  

At the !me our own children perplexed me with being bored.  I don’t know if I have ever been bored in my life, and 

even !mes when there was nothing to do, were considered a gi%.  I wanted to lead young people to use this “boring” 

!me construc!vely.  The study material was called “Crea!ve Quiet Time.”   It focused on medita!on/mindfulness.   It 

was subsequently used at other Bible Camps and Youth and Women’s Retreats. 

Sherry Turkle, PHD, has recently wri0en “Children especially need solitude.  Solitude is the precondi!on for having a 

conversa!on with yourself.  This capacity to be with yourself and discover yourself is the bedrock of development.” 

I have been a prac!!oner of mindfulness/medita!on for many years.  Some!mes it is li0le more than to sit comforta-

bly in the presence of the Holy, aware that I am a child of God.   Recently I have had the desire to see what more can 

be added to my experience.  I have brought a few thousand pages of reading material with me to Florida.    There is 

nothing like sunshine, a good book and sugar sand si%ing through your toes.   In my reading, I have discovered the sig-

nificant research that has taken place in this field and its enormous health benefits that have been documented.  Alt-

hough it is not a cure all, research shows that healing is o%en accelerated amongst those who prac!ce this quiet !me.   

These days our electronic devices connect us around the world, but I fear that we are not connected with ourselves or 

our God.  I encourage you to deliberately plan to schedule some quiet !me to bask in the sunshine of His grace, and 

teach your children to do the same.  Lent is a good !me to start. 

The Psalmist said, “Be s!ll and know that I am God.” 

Tom Heyd, Pastor 

INDNJC 

LENTEN WORSHIP/SOUP SUPPERS St. John’s youth will con!nue to host Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers begin-

ning at 5:30pm on March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th, followed by and worship services beginning at 7pm.  

A freewill offering will be taken at the soup supper to help defray the cost of their July trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering 

in Detroit, MI. Soup and dessert dona!ons are appreciated! 

FIRST COMMUNION  Our First Communion class for youth and their parents will be on Saturday, March 

14
th

 from 9am-11am.  If you would like your son or daughter to par!cipate, but have not yet picked up 

the materials that you are to read through with your son or daughter prior to the 14
th

 gathering – please 

contact the church office as soon as possible.  If you have any ques!ons, please contact Pastor Dave. 

MARCH 22ND-PACK THE PEWS SUNDAY  March is Minnesota FoodShare Month.  It’s the largest grassroots fund 

and food drive in the state to benefit those who are hungry.   For 32 years, the goal has been both ambi!ous and con-

stant: To raise enough money and food to provide more than half the food distributed annually by 300 food shelves 

statewide. This year, once again, we will be observing “Pack the Pews” Sunday as part of Minnesota FoodShare Month!   

On Sunday, March 22
nd

, you are encouraged to bring a grocery bag of non-perishables to worship, or to give a special 

monetary offering – to be donated to our local food shelf.    

“SPRING AHEAD” ONE HOUR  Before you go to sleep on March 7
th

 be sure to set your clocks “one hour ahead” so 
that you are on !me for worship – as we go back on to Daylight Savings Time (a sign that spring is on its way!) 

PALM SUNDAY/PASSION SUNDAY   
 
We will once again do a “drama!c reading” of the Passion Story on 
Sunday, March 29

th
 at both services.  This year it will be the Passion 

Story according to the Gospel of Mark.  As a part of the drama!c 
reading that day, we will offer individual prayers for healing.  

 

If you are interested in having a part or parts in this drama!c reading, 

please sign-up at the Welcome Desk.
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MANY THANKS 

• To all who contributed so generously to our Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday. 

• To Diane Nelson for preparing the lunch for our Premarriage Workshop. 

• To Marge Lundeen for leading a wonderful JOLT class on prayer. 

• To the Chancel Choir and Rejoice Team for leading in our second “annual” Spiritual Sunday 

• To the Outreach Team for hos!ng the two New Member Gatherings and providing such delicious meals. 

• To all who served and are serving as New Member sponsors. 

• To Holly Peterson for working with us in planning our annual Valen!ne’s Dinner at Southbrook, to Diane Nelson for 

helping decorate for the occasion, and for all who par!cipated in the event. 

• To the Jenny, Jen Mealey, Hope Sykora and the Youth Gathering Youth for providing “Childcare” at the church on 

Valen!ne’s Day evening, and to all who made use of it and provided support for the youth in the process. 

• To Mark and Ardis Nelson, Diane Barkley, Jenny Aleckson, Jill Wrobbel and Becky Unger for assis!ng with the 

Imposi!on of Ashes on Ash Wednesday. 

• To all who are providing soup for our Lenten Soup Suppers, and to the Youth Gathering Youth and their parents for 

serving these meals each Wednesday during Lent. 

• To Jenny Aleckson for sharing at our first Midweek Lenten Service how she Lives the Gospel Life. 

• To Gary Geisinger for the work he did in replacing ballasts in the lights in the Library and the Fellowship Hall. 

• To Cliff Franzen for assis!ng in the kitchen during the Chris!an Women’s and the Improvement Club mee!ngs that 

are now being held in our Fellowship Hall. 
• To all those who a0ended the Equipping Congrega!ons Leaders Day in Willmar.  We had eight council members, 

four congrega!onal members, and two staff members par!cipate in the day. 

  Next Month:  St. John’s will be hos!ng Meals on Wheels in the month of April—see the Welcome Center                     

  desk for sign-up informa!on. 

CROW RIVER CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY  Our Conference met in its annual assembly on Sunday, February 22
nd

, at 

Immanuel Lutheran in Atwater.   We joined our brothers and sisters of the Lakeland Conference for a !me of worship.  

The offering received at that service, in the amount of $700, was earmarked for our new Mission Congrega!on, House 

of Grace, at Montrose.  We then divided by conferences, and Pastor Patrick Ziems of Trinity, Grove City, our Conference 

Dean chaired our Crow River Conference mee!ng.  The primary business of our gathering was to nominate individuals 

for the office of Bishop.  Our Conference made the following nomina!ons for the office of bishop:  Pr. Jon Anderson 

(incumbent), Pr. Steve Olson, Pr. Lyle Snyder, Pr. Troy Pflibsen, and Pr. Laurie Skow-Anderson.   Each of our ten confer-

ences (who all met at the same !me in various loca!ons around our synod) all nominated five individuals.  The individu-

als who receive the greatest number of nomina!ons from the most conferences will then become the nominees for the 

elec!on that will be held at our Synod Assembly in June (see the results below).  

 In addi!on to a number of Conference elec!ons, the only other business was that our Conference voted to con!nue 

our support of the HIV/Aids Coordinator in our Companion Synod in South Africa.   This support of $1000 in 2015 will 

complete our three-year intent of providing $1000 a year to support this ministry, and get this ministry off and running.  

As a result of having such a coordinator, the HIV/Aids rate within the Southeastern Diocese of the Lutheran Church in 

Southern Africa – which was at 30% - has not only stabilized, but has also begun to decline.  A%er 2015, our Companion 

Synod will be on track to fully support this ongoing ministry. 

BISHOP FORUMS AND BISHOP ELECTION  The following six individuals are the “official” nominees for the office 

of Bishop in our Southwestern Minnesota Synod: Pr. Jon Anderson (incumbent), Pr. Paul Lu0er, Pr. Steve Olson, Pr. 

Laurie Skow-Anderson, Pr. Lyle Snyder, and Pr. Timothy Whi0wer.  The elec!on will be held at our Synod Assembly in 

June.   Prior to that elec!on, a number of Bishop Forums have been scheduled for around our synod: 

      April 26:  2-4pm at Zion, Litchfield 

                       7-9pm at Trinity, Montevideo 

      April 27:  7-9pm at Our Savior’s in New Ulm 

      April 28:  7-9pm at American in Windom  
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J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)  Our Adult Educa!on classes meet in the 
 Library from 9:30am to 10:15am:                ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 March 1 –  The Apostle Paul: Part Two 

Beginning on March 8
th

 we will use a series featuring Dan Erlander.  Dan is now re�red, but dur-

ing his life�me he served as a pastor in various congrega�ons, as Teacher in Residence at Hold-

en Village, and as Theologian in Residence and Campus Pastor of Pacific Lutheran.  Dan is the 

author of the book that we use in preparing our children and youth for their First Communion. 

March 8 – Bap!zed, We Live: A Way of Seeing 

March 15 – Bap!zed, We Live:  A Way of Hearing 

March 22 – Bap!zed, We Live: A Way of Teaching 

March 29 – Bap!zed, We Live: A Way of Following 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER  
When the weather is ques!onable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will:  
1) Put an announcement on our voice mail indica!ng whether events are s!ll on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indica!ng whether events are on or are can-

celled, and  
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also no!fy the following radio/television sta!ons:  KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS 

Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on webpage).   
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

55+ MEETS TUESDAY, MARCH 17TH:   The group had such a great !me at Café Jules, that they decided they 

wanted to return.  So, we will again be gathering there at 11:30am on March 17
th

.   Please sign up at the Welcome 

Desk, or call the church office if you plan on a0ending. 

”CALLING ALL LADIES” - SAVE THE DATE!:   all ladies are invited to the 
Crow River Conference “Spring Gathering”, which will be held on Saturday, April 25, 
2015 at Zion Lutheran Church in Litchfield, MN.   Check-in at 8:00am, Brunch at 
8:30am with guest speaker Marge Lundeen—“Put On Love”. The cost is $10, payable 
with registra!on by April 10th to the church office.  Watch for sign-up sheet and reg-
istra!on forms coming soon, and join us (carpooling available) for a very special morning! Please contact Mary Iverson 
at 274-5792 with any ques!ons.  See you at the gathering! 

GUSTAVUS ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONS 
As a congrega!on, we are a member of the Gustavus Associa!on of Congrega!ons.  Each year, the Associa!on holds 

its annual mee!ng.  This year, the date is Saturday, April 25
th

.  The day will begin with worship in Christ Chapel, with 

special music by the Gustavus Choir.  Jodi Harpstead, CEO of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota will be the homilist.   

Then beginning at 10:30 there will be two featured speakers around the themes: “Lutheran Convic!ons and Economic 

Jus!ce: Biblical Themes, Current Reali!es, and Ethical Choices (Samuel Torvend, University Professor of Lutheran Stud-

ies at Pacific Lutheran University);” and “Generosity as Response to a Culture of Greed” (Kathi Tunheim, Associate Pro-

fessor of Economics and Management).   The Associa!on Business mee!ng will be held during lunch at 12:30pm.   

 

If you are interested in a0ending, and represen!ng St. John’s at this important gathering, please contact Pastor Dave. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
Our 2015 Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 12-14

th
 at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Pe-

ter.  The theme of our assembly will be: “We Are Church Together”.  We are blessed to have Revered Dr. James 

Mauney of the Virginia Synod as our Bible Study leader this year. Secretary William Chris Boerger will be in a0endance 

to guide our vo!ng members through our synod bishop elec!on. Addi!onally, Secretary Boerger will brief us on what 

it means to be church together beyond our synod. Bishop Buthelezi, Southeastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Southern Africa, will also be one of our guest speakers. It is a blessing to have Bishop Buthelezi in our midst 

to bring us up to date on our companion synod, the Southeastern Diocese of the Lutheran Church of Southern Africa.  

We, as a congrega!on, can send five vo!ng members, in addi!on to our pastors.   Being a bishop elec!on year, it 

would be great to have a full representa!on from St. John’s present for the assembly.   The expenses are paid by the 

congrega!on, and the Gustavus community are wonderful hosts.   If you are interested in a0ending, please contact 

Pastor Dave or the church office. 
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D-WAY   All D-Way youth are expected to a0end our 

Lenten worship services each Wednesday evening.  It is 

our hope that you will par!cipate as families.   The youth 

are asked to sign-in each evening. 

COFFEE/TREATS SERVERS LIST FOR 2015  
COMPLETE:  Outreach has assigned  Coffee/Treats 
Servers for the Sunday services in 2015, in hopes that 

each family assigned will only have to serve one !me!  A 
complete list will be kept in the church Kitchen treat cup-
board, if you have not already received it via email.  If you 
are not able to serve on your date, please contact someone 
on the sub list to take your spot.  If you are unable to find 
someone, please call the church office. Some families have 
not been assigned a date; if you would like to be added to 
the sub list, please contact the church office.      

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
March 1—Sunday School meets 
March 8– Sunday School meets 
March 15– Sunday School meets 
March 22—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (SPRING BREAK) 
March 29-Palm Sunday/Easter Egg Hunt/Sing at 10:30 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) 
BASKETS OF PROMISE  This Lenten sea-
son, our congregation is taking part in LWR’s 
Baskets of Promise appeal. Each week during 
Lent, we’ll collect items to form LWR Personal 
Care Kits that help impoverished people stay healthy in 
life’s most challenging situations.  These kits will be dis-
bursed to areas of the world experiencing hurricanes, 
flooding, etc. All items can be dropped off at the basket in 
the fellowship area.  Monetary donations (payable to St. 
John’s) will also be accepted to defray the cost of shipping 
the kits.    We will also be able to track our kits online at 
www.lwr.org/tracker. 
The collection schedule is as follows:  Week of :  
    Feb 22—bars of soap,      Mar 15—comb,  

    Mar 1—bath towels,       Mar 22—nail clipper, 

    Mar 8—toothbrush,             and Mar 29—bars of soap.  

 If you have any questions, please contact Kris N. at  
krisnelson67@hotmail.com or 320-236-7952.   

        Spread the Word! 
Precious Gi%s Preschool is beginning regis-
tra!on for the 2015-2016 school year.  We 
serve children ages 3 to 5.  We are a Parent 

Aware Par!cipant with an excellent kindergarten readiness 
program.  20% tui!on discount to St. John’s members.  We 
also offer transporta!on and are considering daycare prior 
to preschool start !me of 8:30am.  Preschool is offered 3 
days per week from 8:30am to noon.  Please contact Robin 
Jacobson for addi!onal informa!on 612-730-0158. 

THRIVENT MEMBERS  A great new opportunity is 
available for you to provide financial support to the minis-
tries and mission of St. John’s. Up to $500/member/
calendar year in seed money is now available.  If you are 
willing to help, please contact the church office for more 
details.   

MATAMBA UPDATE  It is easy for us to think about all 
the difference there are between us, at St. Johns’ in An-
nandale, and our brothers and sisters in Matamba, Tanza-
nia. Now, let’s focus on our similari!es!  We are in  our 
snowy  season and they are in their rainy season=moisture 
for our earth!  We are excited when our youth do well in 
school- and so are they. We just learned that several of 
the students we sponsor in Matamba did very well on 
their na!onal exams and have the opportunity to go on in 
their educa!on – praise God!   Lent is a season of our litur-
gical year where we, as Chris!ans,  prepare for Easter 
through prayer and  repentance of sins.  Our partner con-
grega!on in Matamba is also going through the Lenten 
season AND they are using the altar cloths from St. John’s 
that we brought to them  several years ago.  
We have much to join in together to give thanks to God to 
for all things. A special thank you to the St. John’s Luther-
an Church Endowment funds which will be used to sup-
port a student at St. Monica’s primary school this 
year.  Plans are under way to determine a date for travel 
from St. John’s to Matamba this fall. Our goal is to be 
there when the students are in session. Specific ac!vi!es 
include uniform distribu!on at schools in and around the 
Matamba community, worship and fellowship with our 
partner church congrega!on and work with the hospital 
staff.  Please let Terri Jensen or Mona Volden know if you 
are interested in more travel informa!on.  

LWR 

ENDOWMENT   Please remember that any gi% given to 

the Endowment Fund, large or small, is a gi% that will 

keep on giving!   We hope that you will consider the St. 

John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning, or when you 

are considering special gi%s and/or memorials!    

SILENT AUCTION  featuring baskets donated by the 

youth a0ending the ELCA Youth Gathering and others.  

The auc!on will open on March 22nd and close at noon on 

March 29th (Palm Sunday).  All proceeds will go to support 

these youth as they travel to Detroit — watch for more 

details in the Sunday bulle!n. 

CANTATA PRACTICES 
BEGIN  If you enjoy singing 
and would like to be a part of 
this year’s Cantata, this year 
we will be singing “The Song 
of Mark” wri0en by Marty 
Haugen.  We will begin re-
hearsing on Sunday, March 
15

th
 following the 10:30am 

service (watch the Sunday 
bulle!n for a full rehearsal 
schedule). The Cantata will be 
shared at both services on 
Sunday, April 19

th
.  For more 

informa!on contact Mark 
Nelson at 274-5339. 

 



Page 6 

Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the 
 office know your winter address—we can either 
mail you the monthly newsletter or e-mail it to you.   

GOT E-MAIL?? Currently  the Good News!  gets sent 
to 223 different e-mail addresses yet we still mail out to 
250.  If you would like to receive the newsletter as an e-
mail just let the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? For every 
piece of returned mail or updated address we are 
charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, for 
those who will be moving and are leaving the area permanently,  
please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS  Please call the church office and 
let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you 
are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel 
free to call Pastor Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 

• Maundy Thursday Worship 

– April 2
nd

 

• Good Friday Ecumenical Worship at St. Ig-

na!us – 12 noon on April 3
rd

 

• Good Friday “Sta!ons of the Cross” led by 

our 9
th

 Graders – 7pm on April 3
rd

 

• Easter Sunday – April 5 with Easter Break-

fast served 

• Annandale Expo – April 11 

• Annual Choir Cantata – April 19 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:   
ALUMINUM CANS/POINTS: There is a collection area for 
bagged aluminum cans (no used aluminum foil please) in 
the outdoor garbage area.  We also collect COBORNS/
CASH WISE points throughout the year—there is a collec-
tion bucket located outside of the office. 

General 

Fund 
January 2015 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

  $24,933.21 $38,388.23 $16,081.96  

      

 2015 Monthly Avg $24,933.21 $38,388.23   

Building 

Fund 
  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $6,631.65 $9,587.00 $12,721.44  

      

Notes: 1. We are current on all bills. 

 

2. January General Fund Income was under expenses by $13,455.02.  
       Our fund balance went from December-$29,536.98 to January-$16,081.96. 
3. Mortgage was paid. Building Fund offerings were more than mortgage by about $3000.  
4.   It was disheartening to see the General Fund Balance decrease by over $13,000 since Dec.  

   
 THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS!  

VIA DE CRISTO  Adults interested in a weekend ex-

perience that is sure to bring a new added depth to your 

faith are encouraged to consider a0end one of the up-

coming Via de Cristo weekends. For upcoming weekend 

dates and places, and addi!onal informa!on concerning 

Via de Cristo weekends, please check out the website at 

www.mnviadecristo.org or talk with Ardis Nelson or  

Pastor Dave. 

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE  

AT ANNANDALE CARE CENTER    Our monthly service 
of Holy Communion will be March 6th at 9am (PLEASE 
NOTE TIME CHANGE).  While this worship service is 
intended for all St. John’s members who are residents 
at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it 
is open to ALL (both residents and family and friends).  
Pr. Dave will also be leading worship at the Care Cen-
ter on Sunday, March 8th at 1:30pm 

TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in a0ending a Teens 

Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC Team, are 

encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: 

www.mmltec.org or talk to Pastor Dave or Jenny. 
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St John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Annual Congrega,onal Mee,ng —  January 25, 2015 

The St John's Evangelical Lutheran Church's annual mee,ng was called to order by Council President, Dennis Abernathy  

at 12:10 PM, on January 25, 2015.  Volunteer tellers were Marilyn Hallstrom, Dave Holmgren, and Kris Nelson. 

A quorum was determined. 

Devo,ons were led by Pastor Dave Nelson, which focused "We are one body, we all are one in mission." 

 

Unfinished Business: 

       *    Accepted the 2014 minutes. MSP:   Marilyn Hallstrom/Larry Greene 

       *    Financial reports were presented by treasurer, Mark Nelson. 

       *    The following commi?ee reports were given- 

                 *   Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell- 

                     Ques,on was asked what was the remaining amount due on our church mortgage 

                     with how many years leD to pay? Also how many years have we paid on the  

                     Harrison Street assessment and how many more years to pay? Treasurer Mark 

                     Nelson said he would look into these ques,ons and get back to the congrega,on 

                     with the answers. 

                 *   Endowment Fund report given by Linda Dircks- 

                     Ques,on was asked how the giDs are determined for distribu,on and could  

                     larger amounts be granted to those that are more in need? Linda said that it would 

                     be something to consider. 

                 *   Audit Commi?ee 

       *    Accepted the nomina,ng commi?ee's report. The ballot for the nomina,ng commi?ee  

                 consists of Kurt Bruhn, Vicki Greene, Mary Holmgren, Jen Kulm, Mark Nelson, and  

                 Gloria Wagner. The ballot for St John's council consists of Dennis Abernathy, Nancy  

                 Berg, Bill Berry. Penny Hogberg, Kris Townsend for two year terms and Madeleine       

                 Duret to serve a one-year term. 

      *    Accepted the close of nomina,ons fro the floor. MSP:   Irvin Sco?/Ardis Nelson 

      *    An unanimous ballot was cast to accept the nomina,on commi?ee's slate of officers.  

           MSP:   Vicki Greene/Gladys Johnson 

      *    Reports given by Pastor Dave Nelson, Pastor Tom Heyd and Children, Youth and Family 

           Director Jenny Aleckson. 

      *    Consolidated approval of all reports as they read in the annual report. MSP:   Kris  

           Nelson/Linda Dircks 

  

New Business: 

      *    Moved to approve Churchwide Assembly Amendments to our cons,tu,on. MSP:  Marilyn 

           Hallstrom/Robin Jacobson 

      *    Accepted the 2015 budget as presented by treasurer Mark Nelson. MSP:  Diane Barkley/ 

           Robin Jacobson 

      *    Precious GiDs report given by school board member Marilyn Hallstrom. Accepted the  

           2015 budget as presented. MSP:   Linda Dircks/Bev Sorensen 

      *    Accepted the resolu,on, "Whereas, we the members of St. John's Lutheran Church wish  

           to extend our thank you to each and every person who, through the good stewardship of  

           God's many giDs to them have furthered the ministry of St. John's. Therefore, be it  

           resolved that each member make a point of saying thank you to those members of our  

           congrega,on who have helped make the ministry of St. John's be the vital part of our 

           community and of our world. Be it further resolved that a special word of thanks be 

           extended to those persons who have faithfully served and/or completed their services 

           as members of the Church Council: Mary Holmgren, Dan Lemm, Mark Nelson, and  

           Naomi Volden. Approve as it reads. MSP: Maynard Nilson/Kris Nelson 

      *    An expression of thanks was given to the church council for the soup and sandwich 

           lunch provided. 

 

Accepted the mo,on to adjourn. MSP: Dan Berg/Irvin Sco? 

Closed with a prayer and the Doxology led by Pastor Dave. 

Minutes from the January 25, 2015 Annual Congrega!onal Mee!ng;  
(these minutes won't be officially approved un!l next year's annual mee!ng) 



~ March 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT! 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
3p Cub Scouts Meeting-
Ed. Bldg. 

2 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
6p Boy Scouts 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Sarah Circle 

3 
8a Men's Bible 
Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 

4 8:30a Precious Gifts Pre-
school 
9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-BELONG 
1:30p Mary Circle 
5:30p Lenten Soup Supper 
5:45 Good Friday Drama 
Rehearsal 
6p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Lenten Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

5 
9:15a Annandale 
Improvement Club 
Mtg. 
6p Girl Scouts 

6 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:00a Communion  
Service at Annan-
dale Care Center 
  

7 
Spring Ahead One 

Hour Tonight 

8 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT! 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
1:30p Care Center Wor-
ship 
6p Cub Scouts 

9 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:30a Hands for 
Hope 
2p Ruth Circle 
6p Boy Scouts 
8p Boy Scouts-
Venture Chris T. 

10 
8a Men's Bible 
Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
6:30p Min of Wor-
ship & Music 
6:30p Ministry of 
Support & Stew-
ardship 
7:30p Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

11 8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:30a Lydia/Naomi Circle 
9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-BELONG 
5:30p Lenten Soup Supper 
5:45 Good Friday Drama 
Rehearsal 
6p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Lenten Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

12 
9:30a Annandale 
Christian Women's 
Club 

13 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

14 
9a 1st Communion 
Class 

15 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
Green Lake Bible Camp 

Rep Here-AM 
9:30a JOLT! 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship 
11:30 Cantata Rehearsals 
begin 
6p Youth Group 

16 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
6p Boy Scouts 
6p Min of Outreach 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7p Church Council 
8p Boy Scouts-
Venture Chris T. 

17 
8a Men's Bible 
Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
11:30a 55+ Lunch-
eon at Cafe Jules 
  

18 8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-BELONG 
5:30p Lenten Soup Supper 
5:45 Good Friday Drama 
Rehearsal 
6p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Lenten Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

19 
10a Newsletter 
Deadline 
6p Girl Scouts-Patty 
Bellows 

20 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
6:30p CYF Family 
Movie Night 

21 
  

22  Pack the Pews 
            Sunday 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT! 
9:30a NO Sunday School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
6p Cub Scouts 

23 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:30a Hands for 
Hope 

24 
8a Men's Bible 
Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 

25 8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-BELONG 
5:30p Lenten Soup Supper 
5:45 Good Friday Drama 
Rehearsal 
6p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Lenten Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

26 
1p Writing Memories 
Group 
7:30p Boy Scouts-
Venture (Chris T) 

27 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

28 
  

29 
PASSION/PALM SUN-

DAY 
Prayers of Healing at 

both Services 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
9:30a JOLT! 
9:30a Sunday School 
   Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship 
6p Youth Group 

30 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
  
Pizza Ranch Fund-
raiser at Monticello 
5-8pm 

31 
8a Men's Bible 
Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
5p Property Team 
Meeting 

Coming Up… 

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 2nd 
Good Friday Ecumenical Worship at St. Ignatius – 12 noon on April 3rd 
Good Friday “Stations of the Cross” led by our 9th Graders – 7pm on 

April 3rd 
Easter Sunday – April 5   w/Easter Breakfast 
Annandale Expo – April 11 
Annual Choir Cantata – April 19 

  



MARCH 
Greeters/  

Welcome Center Readers Acolytes 
Coffee/Treats 

Serv-
ers 

Audio/Video 
Techs 

March 1 
8:15 

  Bev Sorensen Madelyn Wagener 
McKenzie Adams 

Joyce Wadman 

Diane Barkley 

 A: Mike Miller 
 V: Jim Peterson 

March 1 
10:30 

         Maxwell Wiles 
     Olivia Honsey  

Nathan & Sheri 
Budde family 

 A: Carter Diers 
 V: Jordan Diers 

March 4 
7:00pm 

--Lenten Service-
- 

------------------- Justin Lampi ------------------------  A: Shelly Mikel 
 V: Michele Wang 

March 8 
8:15 

Gladys Johnson Mary Iverson Caleb Bianchi 
Isaac Hagstrom 

Bev Brouillard 
Shirley Carlson 

 A: Jim Hallstrom 

 V: Jim Peterson 

 March 8 
10:30 

  Valerie Nelson Arthur Kjaer 
Jake Mader 

Jared & Tara 
Cooper family 

 A: Erik Jacobson 
 V: Julie Hahn 

March 11 
7:00pm 

--Lenten Service-
- 

------------------
- 

Joslyn Marquette -------------------------  A: Jim Framstad 
 V: Phyllis Framstad 

March 15 
8:15 

Matt, Tina, Brett & 
Olivia Honsey 

Tina Honsey Garrett Lindquist Deb Craft 
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker 

 A: Jim Hallstrom 

 V: Diane Nelson 

March 15 
10:30 

    Abigail Molldrem Don & Sharlyn 
Daniels 

 A:Shelly/Luke Mikel 
 V: Justin Sawatzke 

March 18 
7:00pm 

--Lenten Service-- --------------------
- 

Riley Niedzielski -----------------------
- 

 A: Carter Diers 
 V: Jordan Diers 

March 22 
8:15 

  Mary Iverson Brianna O’Brien 
Kayla Wold 

Steve & Susan 
Dudding 

 A:Mike Miller 
 V: Jim Peterson 

March 22 
10:30 

  Peggy Bodell Madelyn Wagener 
Arthur Kjaer 

Shirley Figge 
Susie Cleveland 

 A: 
 V: Morgan Diers 

March 25 
7:00pm 

--Lenten Service-- --------------------
- 

Caleb Bianchi -------------------------  A: 
 V:Michele Wang 

March 29 
8:15 

    Maxwell Wiles Diane Dynon 
Mary Ann Humola 

 A:Mike Miller 
 V:Diane Nelson 
 Car 

March 29 
10:30 

    Isaac Hagstrom Steve & Vicki 
Hoien 

 A:Carter Diers 
 V:Jordan Diers 

Ushers 
8:15 Service 

Paul & Mary Iverson 

Ma0 & Tina Honsey, Olivia & Bre0 

 

10:30 Service 

Mike & Kris Nelson 

 

Altar Guild 

Tina Honsey 

Mona Volden 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, March 2nd at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: Diane Nelson 

Lydia/Naomi Circle:  Wednesday, March 11th 
   at 9:30am 

Hostess:   Mary Gunnerson 

Bible Study Leader:  Shirley Diskerud 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, March 4th 1:30pm 

 Hostess:  Ethel Rudolph 

Bible Study Leader: Frieda Gunderson 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, March 9th at 2pm 

 Hostess: Sharon Peterson 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: stjohns@stjohns-annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday,  
8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
Sunday Worship:   
8:15 am Traditional  
10:30 am Contemporary 
 
Christian Education/JOLT: 
9:30 am Sunday 
 
Summer Worship: 
8:30 am Traditional 
10:00 am  Contemporary 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jill Wrobbel 
jwrobbel@annandale.k12.mn.us 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
Bruce Bartels 
bartelsbruce400@gmail.com 
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor                          
            theyd@stjohns-annandale.org 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger & Penny Koets, Contemporary  
Worship Co-leaders        pohibku@yahoo.com/
           pkoets@annandale.k12.mn.us      
Ron Wright, Custodian   
       rwright@lakedalelink.net                                                            
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/
Teacher                   robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Lara Kjaer, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Kurt & Jackie Bruhn,                                                                                                                                                            

              kjbruhn@msn.com                              


